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District Chairman’s Report

101 years young and still going strong! After such an eventful International Centenary last year we might expect this year to be an anticlimax. Far from it, Scouting in Ashdown is as active as ever. From the calibre I have seen of adults volunteering to become leaders, the tradition of excellent leadership within the Groups will continue. The training scheme is now providing the support these new leaders require by recognising the skills they bring to Scouting and providing opportunities to learn new and enhance their existing skills.

In all of my annual reports I have looked to the future rather than dwelling on the past, I feel this year, the Centenary of Scouting in Ashdown, a mention of our origins is appropriate.

With the publication of Scouting for Boys in fortnightly episodes early in 1909, Scout Troops sprung up all over the country. Including in the Northeast corner of Sussex. Our founder’s sister, later to become the first Chief Guide, was living in Crowborough. We can therefore be certain that BP visited Scout Troops in our District during that first year.

Later in our history Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle is recorded as our first president.

I wish the District well in the Centenary year and especially 1st Crowborough Group who are celebrating their own Centenary next month.

Malcolm Wyeth

District Chairman

Training Report

Ashdown District has gone from strength to strength with training in 2007 we gained 10 Wood Badges and this year so far we have 4 with quite a few more with only one course to attend or one element to complete.

We must now be in the top 3 for Child protection and First Aid training for all Ashdown members and many thanks go to the ADC’s and GSL’s without whose support this would not be happening.

Thank you also to the trainees who arrive in the evening or on a Saturday morning to begin their journey to a wood badge.

Susan Cooke

Training Manager

District Commissioner’s Report.

With the majority of the year being the Scout Centenary year the District provided and took part in an extended series of District and County activities.

Five Explorer members of the District attended the World Scout Jamboree at Highlands Parks in Essex. They joined with other East Sussex Explorers and Leaders to form the East Sussex contingent at the Jamboree. With some 40,000 Scouts from all over the world they had an experience that they will never forget. My thanks go to the Explorers that attended for the way they conducted themselves and the extra effort required to raise the money for their attendance.

Various other camps were arranged by the different Groups to celebrate the centenary with in excess of 650 District members attending the Martlets Camp at Laughton. With at least two Groups hiking to the camp from Crowborough and Uckfield the camp provided experiences that Scouts will remember for the rest of their lives. This camp included a visit to the World Jamboree and a taste of the Big Show.

With so many attending Martlets I must thank all the Leaders, Helpers and Parents that gave up their time to not only organise the Groups but also to be in attendance so the Scouts had maximum time for the activities.

At the Live 07 Scout show in London the District had a performer in the show cast of 5,000. Emma Easton represented our District and took part in the show after many rehearsals including one in Birmingham. Many thanks Emma for going that bit further and representing the District in this way.
It has been yet another very successful year for Scouting in Ashdown and this is due to integration among all the Groups through out the District. Sharing the skills that the Leaders have, not only to the benefit of the unit members themselves but also the Leaders. This integration and sharing of Scouting knowledge has proved it’s self with a tremendous 1st, 2nd and 3rd result for the Scouts in the County Overland Hike and other events through the year. At District meetings emphasis has always been on sharing and to this end all the training material that Ashdown District had for the Overland was put on the District web site for all other District to down load.

The District Census once again was very good with an increase of 0.6% on last year. This gives Ashdown District and increase in membership for 4 consecutive years making our District the largest in the County. It is with some regret that I have to report that a Cub pack suspended operations because of threats of court action for non compliance with DDA. This never came to a court action and the Leaders in question had done in excess of what is required by the law and in no way compromised the law or the Scout Association but not enough to satisfy the parent making the threat.

1st Crowborough membership has grown from 240 to 272 making them the largest Group in the District closely followed by 4th Uckfield numbers have grown from 196 to 223 members.

Scouting in Ashdown District is now ready to break through the 1000 member barrier. With 1st Crowborough celebrating 100 years this year, I am sure we can achieve it.

Throughout the year it has been my pleasure to present 14 wood badges to Leaders that have completed this part of their training. The records also show that a considerable number of new Leaders have attended the Appointments Board and are well on their way with their training. To provide good Scouting with active programmes we need new Leaders and I am pleased to report that this is happening in Ashdown District.

Vanessa Johnson our DESC has also completed her Mountain Leader Training in North Wales. Many congratulations and thanks for taking on such a difficult training course.
The District Executive and the District Team continue to work well in supporting Scouting and providing extra activities to stimulate the various programmes. The GSL’s and ADC’s have carried out tremendous amount of work through the year to ensure that all the units are abreast of the latest information from HQ and that Scouting is being provided to the full in their areas. I would like to put on record my thanks for all GSL’s and ADC’s for all the extra work that is done away from the glare of the spot light but is essential to the running of the Groups and sections.
To end, I would like to thank all the Leaders and adult helpers in Ashdown District for their continued hard work creating active programmes and high commitment to provide that little bit extra that the young people crave for. Ashdown District is thriving and long may it continue to do so throughout this and many more years to come.

Brian Sadd

District Commissioner.
Beaver Scout Section

We have had mixed fortunes in the Beaver Scout section this year. Some colonies are thriving with beaver scouts as well as leaders; others are struggling, not from lack of youngsters wanting to join, but adults willing to commit to helping. Unfortunately Rotherfield Colony has now closed due to lack of leaders. 

Apart from that we have had a very successful year again. Most of the colonies attended Martlets for the day and what a great time the Beaver Scouts had. The main highlight for most of them was that the funfair was free and that they also got a free ice-cream. For the leaders it was a very hot exhausting day but it was great to have been part of it.

In September 5 colonies attended the Centenary Picnic at Broadstone Warren where we joined with Lewes District Beavers for an enjoyable afternoon. My thanks must go to Ashdown Fellowship for running a ‘twists’ base for us, which was very busy all afternoon and to Nigel Jennings from 1st Crowborough for organising an impromptu campfire for us at the end of the afternoon. Thanks also to Liz Metcalfe DC of Lewes for inviting us and making most of the arrangements.

Many of the colonies and their leaders attended the District Carol Service, always a lovely start to the Christmas Activities.

January saw the introduction of a sort of new programme for the Beaver Scouts. More badges to gain, more challenges to meet, but at least they have written off the Personal Challenge for the Bronze Award which was always a bit of a nightmare for leaders, because what is a challenge for one beaver isn’t for another!

February and the Chief  Scout Silver and Bronze Presentations at Uckfield Civic Centre. Fifty eight Beaver Scouts received their Bronze Award from Brian Sadd, what an amazing number. As the organiser of this event my thanks go to, Mark Thomson, Graham and Mark Sherlock, Alan Thompson, Eddy Dodwell, Mike Beesley, Shirley Beesley, Nigel Jennings (for the fantastic cakes from Jarvis Brook Bakery) and last but by no means least Ashdown Scout Fellowship for serving the refreshments. Thank you all.

The District Swimming Gala was held in March and for the first time the Beavers were invited to take part. 1st Crowborough Arapaho were the eventual winners. Well done.

April and many colonies attended their respective St. George’s Day celebrations. I got soaked walking through Crowborough behind a dragon!

May and Ticehurst organised a District Uni-Hockey tournament, which meant we had to postpone our Football Tournament until later in the year,

My thanks go to (my daughter) Helen Beesley and my husband Eddy who helps me in all sorts of ways in the running of the sections district activities. To all the Section and Assistant leaders for their support over the past year. We now look forward to another fun packed year of Beaver Scouting.

Diane Dodwell

ADC (Beavers)

Cub Scout Section

The year started with the cubs taking up the 100 challenges. The most popular challenge was eating chocolate with a knife and fork.

Planning was in full swing for the 100 year celebration of scouting. Cubs from all over the district descended on the Loughton Showground with great expectation and excitement for the Martletts Camp, they were not disappointed. The cubs experienced many great activities and they visited the main jamboree at Highlands Park. The sunrise ceremony was celebrated and the camp ended on a great high. In the years to come the cubs will appreciate the meaning of promises and celebration.

The year continued to be busy with the Science and Chess afternoon hosted by 4th Uckfield. Buxted and 4th Uckfiel joined the County for the Magical Mystery Tour; both packs had a very long but enjoyable day. In October the cubs joined in with the third cooking competition held at Broadstone Warren. The standard was extremely high with 4th Uckfield coming first, closely followed by the other packs. We would like to thank the Fellowship for their help on the day.

Crowborough Beacon held an Astronomy Day which was most interesting and will now be offered to the rest of the cubs in the district. In February we held the annual Bronze and Silver Chief Scout Awards which was held at the Uckfield Civic Centre. The numbers of beavers and cubs seem to grow every year and once again we were treated to tea and cake.

March the 8th saw the return of the swimming gala. The number of cubs taking part was excellent. Crowborough Beacon came first with the other packs in hot pursuit. Many thanks to Tony and his team.

May saw our first ever Unihock Tournament for beavers and cubs hosted by Ticehurst. Crowborough Forest was first and Crowborough Beacon second. 

Rotherfield once again organised the Football Tournament for cubs and scouts. The weather was kind and everyone showed great sportsman skills. Mayfield came first 4th Uckfield second and Forrest third.   

Hartfield and Buxted joined in the County fun day although it was cold and raining they still had a great time.

The last event for the cubs this year was the Kings of the Wild Frontier. Tichurst ran this camp at Batemans National Trust near Burwash. Speaking to the Hartfield cubs they all had a fantastic time trying things which were new to them. They weren’t to keen on the game stew.

Over the year the packs have been camping and enjoying a varied and exciting programme put together by their leaders.

This year 1st Crowborough celebrate 100 years of scouting followed by Buxted in 2009.

Over the year I have visited all of the packs and seen what a fantastic job the leaders are doing for our young people the standard gets better and better. I have been very encouraged to see explorer scouts helping out with the cubs.

I would like to thank all the cub leaders for their help and continued support over the year and look forward to the next year.

Jane May 

ADC (Cub Scouts)

Scout Section

When I last reported to the AGM, this time last year, everyone was gearing up to the high point of our Centenary year – the Martlets Jamboree.  This was extremely well attended by Ashdown District, with our Scouts massively outnumbering those from any other District, and with Crowborough and Uckfield competing with each other to be the largest single contingent at the event.  In the end, I think Crowborough had the most Scouts camping all week (61 of them, compared to Uckfield’s 53), but both groups set a fantastic example to the rest of the County, as did every single one of our smaller groups as well.  Altogether, including day visitors, Ashdown accounted for a quarter of all those who took part in the event.  And what an event it was!  The Scouts took part in an incredibly wide range of activities, from abseiling to windsurfing and from arts workshops to water slides.  None of those who attended will ever forget the Sunrise Ceremony on 1st August, when promises were renewed; the day visits to the World Scout Jamboree at Hylands Park; or the torchlight closing ceremony and fireworks display on their last night at Martlets.  The whole thing was ‘sold’ to the Scouts as a once in a lifetime opportunity… and that’s just how it was.

Looking back on it now, the rest of 2007 was something of a blur – so much was still going on.  In September, the District survival challenge and backwoods cooking competition were rolled into one (in an effort to reduce the sheer number of events taking place!) and were held at Broadstone Warren.  Disappointingly, only five of the thirteen troops in the District managed to enter teams, but those who did had tremendous fun, as always, despite the difficulty that some of them had in the basics of lighting fires!  1st Crowborough Southon won the Backwoods cooking trophy whilst 4th Uckfield Phoenix claimed the Survival Challenge.

October, as always, saw a very packed programme of activities, even without the Mountain Bike Challenge which had a ‘gap year’ in 2007.  First up was the Sussex Downsman Hike on 6th October, in which the 25 mile Scout section was won by 4th Uckfield ‘Alpha’ in a cracking time of 5 hours and 10 minutes.  This was swiftly followed by the Ashdown District Incident Hike – a very different style of event which tests a wide range of Scouting abilities, not just hiking.  The winning team, from 4th Uckfield ‘Alpha’ again, won the admiration of all by the way their two experienced Scouts helped to enthuse and encourage the two younger members of their team (both girls) who had only recently joined the Troop.  

The following weekend it was the turn of the Ticehurst, Wadhurst and Crowborough Scouts to shine as they led the way in the unbelievably fun-filled weekend of ‘BODWARTS’ – a medieval-themed activity camp at Bodiam Castle involving everything from bridge building and coracle making to galleon racing around the castle moat.  A truly superb event which, thanks to Tony Thompson’s enthusiasm and excellent contacts with the National Trust put Scouting firmly in the public eye for all the right reasons.

Highlights of November and December 2007 included the national Festival of Scouting at London’s O2 Arena, attended by a number of leaders and a contingent of Scouts from 1st Crowborough; and the Chief Scouts Award presentations in Lewes, when five Scouts from 1st Buxted and three from 4th Uckfield received their Gold Awards - the highest award possible within the Scout Section.

2008 began, as 2007 had done, with a cobweb-removing ‘stroll’ through Friston Forest and back along the Seven Sisters.  As in previous years, this heralded the start of the infamous ‘Overland Hike’ training programme in which those who wanted to do so got the opportunity to build up their hiking and navigation abilities, their stamina and their more general teamwork and Scouting skills every weekend between then and the Overland Competition at the end of March.  Though it is not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’, the Overland really captures the interests of those who take part and is justifiably regarded by most leaders as the ‘ultimate challenge’ for all Scouts (and Explorers) in both East and West Sussex.  The competition itself involves a 2-day, 25 mile hike with an overnight camp and no less than 15 incidents to test Scouting and teamwork skills.  In the previous three years, Ashdown District teams won the Scout Section of the competition twice and came second once.  This year, they did even better, taking all three of the top places, with 4th Uckfield ‘Alpha’ beating 1st Crowborough Southon to the trophy by just one point (out of 582!).  Just as impressively, no less than eight of our Scout teams entered the competition (including Wadhurst and Groombridge as well as other Crowborough and Uckfield teams), and all but one of them completed the course – described by the organisers as one of the toughest that they had set in many years.  To put this in perspective, 29 Scout teams started the event but only 16 of them finished.  All of this is a great testament to the lads and lasses who took part, and also to their leaders.  All of those who had completed the training programme, whether or not they made it into one of the final teams, were rewarded by being able to take part in a hillwalking and geological excursion to Snowdonia in the middle of April.  

Whilst all this was going on, the District Swimming Gala or ‘Soakout’ was resurrected, in February, and held at St John’s swimming pool in Tunbridge Wells.  As always, this proved to be a huge amount of fun, with just the right balance being struck between participation and competition.  

Another event was resurrected at the end of April, after an even longer period of absence.  This was the County Camping competition, organised by our very own Chris Weller.  Astonishingly, Ashdown was the only district to enter teams in the competition (apart from one Scout from Lewes District who joined forces with one of our teams).  Less surprisingly, under the circumstances, it was an Ashdown team that won!  Congratulations therefore to 1st Crowborough Chapman for achieving that honour, but also to Ticehurst, Hartfield, Southon and Phoenix who also took part. 

In May, ten Scouts from Crowborough Southon, two from 1st Groombridge, two from 4th Uckfield ‘Alpha’ and one from 4th Uckfield ‘Phoenix’ became the latest to gain their Chief Scouts Gold Awards and attended a presentation in Alfriston to receive their certificates.  

Earlier the same day, many of the same Scouts as well as others from Rotherfield, Hartfield, Mayfield and Ticehurst had taken part in the Ashdown District football competition – a very popular event laid on once again, and very successfully, by 1st Rotherfield.  The Scout Section trophy was retained for the second year running by 4th Uckfield ‘Alpha’.

As I write this report, many of our Troops are taking part in (or recovering from), their Spring Camps whilst others are looking forward to taking part in the spectacular ‘Kings of the Wild Frontier’ event at the end of May – this year’s answer to ‘Bodwarts’.  Masterminded once again by the Ticehurst leaders with input from Wadhurst, Hartfield and Crowborough, this will take place in the public eye on another National Trust Property with a great connection to Scouting:  Rudyard Kipling’s home at Batemans, near Burwash.  Look out for a report on this at next year’s AGM!

Alan Thompson

ADC (Scouts)

Explorer Scout Section

Ashdown Have 3 Units based in Uckfield, Crowborough and Ticehurst.

Mallory Unit

Mallory have 6 members, quite a reduction to the norm. To rebuild the unit “Taster Evenings” have been introduced to Scouts in Uckfield and Buxted to encourage them into Explorer activities, with success. The Unit runs Tues/Wed evenings depending on activities running and in accordance to meeting either Uckfield or Buxted.

Explorer Scout of the Year 2007 was from Mallory 

Graham and Mark Sherlock run a comprehensive programme throughout the year, and are off to Holland for summer camp.

Tullis Unit

A large Unit based in Crowborough, very fun filled and action packed, informed on a weekly basis from Ade on Units activities. The Unit is off to the West Country for summer camp 2008 and actively took part in Martlets 2007 being the largest Explorer Unit on site. They all had a great time as they gel together so well. With grateful thanks to Harry Spinks for his support with the unit at Martlets.

I have visited this unit several times for fitness evenings and general interest where possible.

A very happy unit!!!!

Great Results in Overland Hike (7th and 17th place)

Thanks to Grant and Ade

Avery Unit

Under way for a couple of years now, re launched this year with Rob Burdon as Explorer Leader. 9 Explorers in unit, undertaking all sorts of activities, merging with Tullis Unit for a lot of combined evenings.

Rob has a lot of drive and enthusiasm for his unit so lots of good wishes in place.

Avery did well in the overland (12th and 14th) place. 

The Explorer Units are good but need to work on recruiting Scouts into Explorers and feeding older explorers to Network, this is still a misunderstood area.

Please Scout Leaders must not hang onto Older Scouts and Older Explorers must be released to Network as the scout leaders and young people will not be properly insured. !!!!!!!! Think about it!

At the End of the Day WE ARE IN IT FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE!!!!!

Happy Scouting
Vanessa Johnson 

District Explorer Scout Commissioner and Network

Network Section

‘Harveys’ Network Scout Unit is underway and going well. We have 20 registered members who are involved with different units and groups around the district as well as Network Scouts itself. The activities that we have arranged include, days out climbing, a new year’s camp at Broadstone Warren, Skiing/Snowboarding at Milton Keynes Snow Dome. 

We meet regularly on a monthly basis either in Uckfield or Crowborough to plan events and activities for the future and to have a social evening.

In the summer we plan on going away walking and climbing either in the Lake District or in Wales for a few days as our ‘summer camp,’ as well as various Scout/Cub camps that our members are helping with.  

If  any body who is in the age range of 18 – 25 would like to find out more then please contact either Harry Spinks on phone: 07908939556 email: hwspinks@googlemail.com or Vanessa Johnson on phone: 07974671120 email: vlj28@msn.com. 

Activities Report

2007 was a very busy year for everyone in scouting. Back in 2006 I was invited by county to help run Martlets by organising the Discovery Zone. This took up most of my time for which I apologise if I have neglected my District appointment. Unfortunately it was a bad year for me personally as those who know me will appreciate. All the usual activities within the District continued; Ashdown Hike, Swimming Gala Soakout, along with a new item on the Agenda the District Camping Competition. These have been run by ‘The Team’ for which I am very grateful. We have a very strong district supported by great leaders from all quarters.

Stewart Lomax

ADC (Activities)

Tullis Explorer Scouts
Well it’s been a record breaking year for the Tullis Unit. We have seen our numbers swell to an all time high! We regularly have 25+ Explorers attending each week which brings new challenges for the leadership team namely that of our leader numbers. There are currently only two of us which means we have to work hard to maintain high standards. We’d be very keen to hear from anyone that would like to volunteer as an assistant leader – particularly if they are female.

We started off with an excellent Summer Camp at Martlets, not to mention the 3 Explorers and 1 leader that attended the Jamboree itself, I’m sure I can speak on behalf of the Explorers that went and extend a big thank you to Ashdown District for your support. Also we acknowledge excellent organisation and effort by the County Team for Martlets.

Throughout the past 12 months we have continued to run a varied programme on a weekly basis covering topics such as Environment, Health and Adventure. We’ve also participated in various District and County events such as District Swimming Gala, Overland Hike (achieving very credible 14th and 15th place finishes) and more recently Kings of the Wild Frontier.

We continue to make efforts on the Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme and have a dozen Explorers working towards their Bronze Award. With many of them having only the Expedition to complete they should get this done over the summer.

The unit is maintaining a very high success rate on the Young Leader Training Scheme. This is thanks in no small part to the efforts of Adrian Morris the District ESL  (Young Leaders) who has set up the ‘Hunt (YL) ESU’ for all young leaders in the District. Adrian is currently engaged in providing the training they need to follow the Young Leader’s Scheme as well as mentoring the Explorers in leadership roles. He is very keen to hear from any leaders working with helpers aged 14 – 18 who are not currently registered, and equally from leaders that have a vacancy for a Young Leader.

We are very proud of the work our Explorers do for other sections in the District and get very positive feed back from the section leaders they assist. Testament to this is the fact that we have 3 Explorers that have left the Unit at the age of 18 that have taken full leaders warrants.

Looking forward, we welcome the competitive spirit from the up and coming Avery Unit and are looking forward to some joint activities with them and of course Mallory too. Plans are well under way for our summer camp which this year is in Cornwall.

‘Surfs up dudes’

The Tullis Explorers Leadership Team
Ashdown Scout Fellowship

It was the Centenary year of Scouting, so we were all looking forward to the activities to celebrate that special time.

In January, it was time, unfortunately, for our DC Jim Ringe to step down from office. A big District party was held for him, to which all fellowship members were invited. On our behalf, a silver woggle was presented to him. It had been designed and crafted by our ADC David Willcocks. The festive dinner was held at the Dorset Arms, Withyham. Many came and had a great meal in great company.
In February we supported the District Bronze and Silver Awards Presentation Ceremony at Uckfield Civic Centre.

March saw the passing of our dear friend and staunch supported Harold Becker, aged 98. A member of the Scout movement since 1917 and active in the District until he was nearly 90. He continued his interest in Scouting until his death. Many of us paid our last respects to him at his funeral in Jarvis Brook. (John King represented Fellowship at his interment of his ashes in June).Also at our AGM in March we enjoyed a fascinating and moving talk by a blind lady, on her own life and work of the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. She was accompanied by her own guide dog ‘King’ who revelled in the attention. We subsequently donated £100 t the charity.

April came and John King was awarded the Silver Wolf and Jim Ringe the Bar to the Silver Acorn. Both richly deserved. Fellowship members played their part in St. George’s Day Services around the District.

June, we thoroughly enjoyed a visit to Chatham’s Historic Dockyard. A day packed with interest especially the tours of the Destroyer and the Rope Factory, which is still in production. David Willcocks and Liz Eggleton worked very hard on the hand winding machine in the demonstration area, to make lengths of rope to keep as a memento of a memorable day. A venue to recommend to all ages to enjoy. Also in June at the District AGM a presentation was made to our member Jock Speedie, who retired as District President after many years of involvement, particularly at Crowborough. Another Fellowship member, John King, succeeded him. David Willocks again designed and crafted a silver item, this time in badge form. He presented it to Jock, on behalf of the Fellowship.

The Beavers from Lewes and Ashdown’s Centenary Picnic was scheduled for Sunday 1st July at Broadstone Warren but had to be cancelled because of bad weather. It was rearranged for 30th September at the same venue starting at 12noon and finishing at 4.00pm. It was very successful but time ran out on us and one of the 1st Crowborough Colonies was unable to cook twists. The leader of the colony, Tracey Easton asked whether Fellowship would attend one of their meetings at the Crowborough Scout HQ, light fires and arrange for the Beavers to each cook a twist. This was gladly agreed to and the project took place at 5.00pm on Thursday 18th October  to everyone’s satisfaction.
August brought the event of the year – The Martlets Centenary Camp at Laughton. Several members of Ashdown Fellowship were involved in various capacities. Everyone had a fantastic time.

October we provided instruction at the District Cub Backwoods Cooking Competition at Broadstone Warren.

November – Live 07 – The Festival of Scouting at the o2 Centre in London. Fellowship hired a minibus and off we went! A marvellous show.

We attended the County Fellowships Meetings with CC John Hogsden in March, June and September at Broadstone Warren.

The year was rounded off by the District Carol Service in Crowborough at which members gave assistance with stewarding and refreshments.

We intend to promote a positive view of fellowship and encourage leaders to tap into our pool of skills. We look forward to another yea of giving active support,

Don Eggleton

Chairman
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